driven across. And the frost held so long that a whole
town of gayly decorated booths was built on the ice. Every-
one from his Majesty to the meanest apprentice boy
thought it great fun to go shopping, listen to music, watch
clowns performing and fireworks blazing in mid-river.
They all went skating and sledding too, and at night there
was dancing and flirting under the benign patronage of a
gracious monarch.

The orgy of building, which had been made necessary
by the fire, was now at its height* St, Paul's and dozens of
other churches were taking shape under the eye of Mr.
Wren* Mn Evelyn was complaining that London was far
too large, being already twice as extensive as he remem-
bered it when he first came up as a young man* Charles
was taking his part in the general fashion by erecting a
new palace at Winchester and plotting improvements for
Whitehall Among these latter was the laying out of a new
street, named for the owner of the land, Sir George Down-
Ing. At what was to become No. 10 he was putting up a
house for the King's daughter, Charlotte*

His Majesty's days were spent after a most regular
fashion. He still rose at an hour so early that many of his
attendants regarded it as the only flaw in an otherwise
perfect master. He had given up strenuous exercise, but
he took long, rapid walks in Whitehall Gardens or Hyde
Park. He ate enormous meals in public, but he ** drank
only for his thirst/* He went to the play, and in the evening
would be seen watching the new game of basset at the
Duchesse de MaEarin*s or dallying with the beauties at
Whitehall or exchanging jokes with the wits at Nelly's,
During these pleasantly light occupations he gave part of
his attention to the business of government, and sometimes
he would talk benevolently of the good of the nation.
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